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If the stranger happens to be a merchant, the goods he
imports will generally receive the same freedom of admis-
sion* For while in other countries imported foreign goods
are heavily taxed under a system of protective tariffs,
the same goods will be admitted into this country free,
unless they happen to come under the category of luxuries,
such as cigars, perfumes, sweetmeats, etc* It is true
that when the alien immigrant lands, the Customs Officers
will ask him, " Have you anything to declare ? " But
the question is merely a formality* If he answers 4t No,"
they take him at his word and will forego the examination
of his luggage* There are no irksome or unnecessary
restrictions, and all and sundry may enter freely*

In an earlier chapter I have referred to England as the
cradle of modern political liberties* But it is also the
cradle of modern personal liberties* English democracy
is justly distinguished, not only because the rule of law
is supreme, and therefore class distinctions, barring those
imposed by the constitution itself, do not exist, but also
because the ideals of political and personal freedom are
best developed therein* This is why when men speak
of liberalism and democracy, they invariably turn for
inspiration to the nation that has given to the world .its
Magna Charta, model Parliament, Bill of Rights, and
Habeas Corpus Act* For it is in these islands that a man
pre-eminently enjoys the largest amount of political as
well as personal freedom*

At this hour of the day the nations of the world are
only too familiar with the nature of true liberalism and
democracy, though in a few countries the tribute to them
is but mere lip service* Nevertheless, we do w$ll to